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For the Gospel Advocate 

To the Rev. Mixes P. Squirn, of Buffalo. 
Sin: Itis with no ordinary feelings of 
surprise that I find myself again necessita- 
ted to address you upon a subject, that has 
already twice employed my pen. On the 
12th ef October last you preached a ser- 
mon at the Presbyterian meeting house in 
this village, upon the Parable of the Wheat 
and Tares, as recorded in the 13th chapter 
of Matthew. In that sermon you taught 
your hearers, that God made the righteous 
part of the buman family, and that the De- 
vil (who you endeavor to persuade us is a 
created being) made the wicked, and as 
you teach, far the most numerous part of the 
same family, and each creator placed those 
he had made upon this earth, which, how- 
ever, belonged exclusively to God, the De- 
vil having no sort of legal claim to the right 
of soil, &c. This curious doctrine was di- 
rectly at war with the opinions of many of 
your hearers, among whom was included 
the person who now addresses you. In my 
frequent attendance upon your ministrations 
since you have been a religious teacher a- 
mong us, I have learned from you, that a 
parishioner should consult his Bible for re- 
ligicus instruction ; and that when he fail- 
ed to satisfy his mind there, it became high- 
ly proper for him to apply to his preacher 
or assistance. 
tice, though, Iam forced to admit with a 
result widely different from my expecta- 
tions. After hearing the propositions you 
assumed in your sermon, I examined my 
Bible, with some attention, to see if I could 
find your opinions borne out by the sacred 
oracles. This I was unable to discover, 
and, remembering what you had often 
taught I made, on the 17th of the same 
month the sermon was preached, an appeal 
to you, through the columns of the Gospel 
Advocate, for farther information upon the 
subject. In that appeal I stated,. at sufii- 
cient length, the difficulties that beset me, 
and assured you that the editor of the pa- 
per would readily give place: to any reply 
you might be pleased to make. ‘That the 
appeal to you might not escape, by accident, 
your eye, a number of the Advocate con- 





This I have put in prac-, 


taining it was forwarded you by the printer, 
but you did not see fit to give the desired 
information. 

Finding you mute upon the subject of my 
first address, and still being unable to recon- 
cile the difficulties which gave rise to it, I, 
on the 31st of the same month, addressed 
to you a second appeal upon the same sub- 
ject. This, owing to some mechanical in- 
convenience connected with the printer’s 
duties, was not published until the 7th of 
the present month. Then, however, it was 
published, addressed to you, in the same 
print in which the other had appeared—of 
course it came duly under your observation. 
This last appeal to you was rather a recas 
pitulation of the former than otherwise, and 
contained no new, prominent features: in 
short it was merely an urgent request that 
you would favor me with your council in a 
matter of religious doubt, raised by your 
preaching. This address you have treated 
precisely as you did the first—you have 
maintained, in relation to both, a profound 
and dogged silence ! 

This conduct, on your part, has surpris- 
ed not only myself, Sir, but all those ac- 
quainted with the circumstance. Even 
your strictest followers are unable to divine 
why it is that you will voluntarily teach 
principles or points of belief, which you will 
not afterwards defend and explain, when 
requested. It is truly a singular case: I 


asked of you religious instruction upon a 





subject which you, yourself had, unrequese 
ted, introduced to my notice, and you si- 
lently refused to instruct me. In hopes of 
better success, I made a second attempt, 
and with exactly the same result! Now, Sir, 
what manner of man am I to suppose you 3 
or what excuse can the public form to 
screen you from the charge of n€glect—to 
use no harsher term? 

As I have already informed you, I do 
not, and cannot see the scripture in ques- 
tion in the light you do; nor am T able to 
believe, concerning it, as you have instruc- 
tedme. Now, Mr. Squier, if you did preach 
(on the 12th October last, in your sermoft 
upon the Parable of Wheat and Tares) 
your real sentiments, which T presume no 
one doubts, you must suppose that I do not 
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understand that part of the Bible as I should. | myself bound by your general instructions 
Is it not your duty,then, to show me where- | to apply to the clergyman for assistance, jy 
in 1 am wrong, and produce the evidences, | such matters as these, and you may there- 
en ° 7 separ } “Oo "o> > P ° 

if you can, to convince me of my error -—! fore presume that I shall not consider my- 
- ° nen | well Asaaerhee 2 m . 

You profess to teach the read to Heaven, seif justifiable in observing silence upon a 

‘ Dee tot ~ : ES ee: RP “ 

and to point out the means of attaining it. subject, which, as I have often learned at 
Hlow are you clear yourself of the sin of | your hands, “is of the greatest importance 





leaving a sinner in danger of ‘eternal 
damnation,” of which you say so much, 
when he is almost weekly calling upon 
you for the means of escape? You 
cannot excuse yourself by saying, there 
is adifference in the value of souls, and that 
wine is not worth looking after; nor can 
you object to the medium through which 
{ request the desired information. You 
have additional inducements to exj:lain 
your opinions, from the very circumstance 
of my requesting your answer through the 
columns of this paper. The Gospel Advo- 
cate circulates mostly among Universalists, 
not one of whom agrees with you as to the 
meaning of the Parable of the Wheat and 
Tares. It is through its columns, there- 
fore, that you would have the best possible 
chance of teaching those that you suppose 
in a most important religious error. ‘This 
inducement alone would be, with most men, 
a sufficient one to call forth their opinions ; 
and when to it is added the urgent and re- 
pested request of a large portion of your 
hearers (“ for [ tell you of a truth,” that the 
request | have made of you is that of a large 
proportion of your own and other congre- 
gations, in Buffalo) the conclusion is al 

most irresistible, that your silence actually 
lacks a good and sufficient excuse. 

There are several other questions, upon 
what [ believe you term “ points of faith,” 
which I intend to propose for your solution ; 
but these I deem it improper to mention at 
present, as TL have not yet received your an- 
swer to those already before you. Such as 
T now wait to have answered, (and if f am 
not mistaken, you will yet find it your in- 
terest to answer.) are stated in the Gaspel 
Advocate of the 17th ult. which was left at 
your house gratis, and to which Twill refer 


to my eternal felicity.” 
lam, Sir, yours, &c. Vi, 
Buffalo, Nov. 21, 1823. 





From the Herald of Satvation. 

[The Black River Branch of the West- 
ern Association of Universalists in the state 
| of New-York, met in Ellisburgh, Jeflerson 
county, on the 8th Oct. 1323, and chose Dy, 

C. G. Parson Mederater, and Br. W. Skip- 

ner, Cierk. The Virst Universalist Socie- 

ty in Sackets Harbor, and the Societies of 

Richland and Antwerp were received into 

fellowship. <A leticr of fellowship was 

graited to Br. Abner Wood. Ministering 
brethren present, who took part in the ex- 
exercises, viz, C. G. Parson, W. Skinner, 

S. R. Smith, P. Morse, A. Wood, B. Hick- 

ox, C. Morton, and J. French.] 

CIRCULAR. 

To all who by the grace of God, have been 
brought into the enjoyment of the faith of 
Abraham, and into the belief of that 
Gospel, which is “ good tidings of gveat 
joy, which shall be to all people 3? which 
proclaims “ peace on earth, and covd 
will to men 37° which points to the blood 
of the © everlasting covenant.” as the 
medium through which peace is wade, 
and by which “ all things in Heaven and 
earth” shall be reconconciled to God.and 
which reveals unto us the “mystery” of 
God's will, inthe salvation of “ a/f mens” 
and to all others who in truth and sinecr- 
ity love our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Chirist. 

The Ministersand Delegates, composing 
the Black River Branch of the Western 
Association, send christian salutation in 
the Lord. 





you, in preference to repeating them here. 
T hope with your answer, you will he able | 
to give some satisfactory reason for so Jong | 
negleciing what you must admit devolves, | 
as an imperious duty vpen you, both as a} 
gemticman and also by virtue of your office | 

° . . * win 3 e 4s 
or station in society. Should you treat this | 
as you have my two former addresses tol 
you, (though f cannot believe you will, as [| 
Hotes myself that you have been ibus far | 
ruce oad unkind on/y from some, to me, 
at ee oe Ng Se ee * ee 
unknown necessity) I shail still consider | 


Brethren, 

in addressing you on this occasion, we 
cannot repress those pleasing emotions, 
which swell our hearts with gratitude to the 
Father of mercies, for the rich imanitesta- 
tions of his goodness. towards us. in this 
part of the Redcemer’s heritage. A retro- 
spective view of the past, connected with 
our present Becring prospects, enables us 
to indulge ia the most pleasing and : rotilye 
ing/anticipations of the future. Only three 
years have elapsed, since the first pie ber 
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of our order settled in this county. Previ- 
ous to that time, we had been tavored with 
but a very few discourses from one or two 
visiting brethren ; and only here and there 
a iew individuals could be found, who were 
believers in the doctrine of the universal and 
impartial grace and goodness of God, or 
who had courage, openly to avow their sen- 
timents. But the fervent, faithiul prayers 
of those few have been heard; the Lord 
has been graciously pleased to qualify and 


send forth more laborers into this part of 


his vineyard 3 and thousands are now re- 
joicing in the ligat of the Gospel, and in the 
knowledge of that truth, which alone can 
liberate and make free the mind of man.— 
A vlorious day begins to dawn ; and dark- 
ness is fast fleeing away before the life giv- 
ing beams of the Sun of Righteousnes:,which 
we humbly trust has arisen to us, and which 
shall * shine brighter and brighter unto the 
periect day.” 

On our arrival at the place of our meet- 
ing, we were received and made welcome 
by our brethren, with that spirit of cordial- 
ity, whch ever characterizes the true dis- 


ciples of opr Lord Jesus Christ ; and we a-, 


vail ourselves of this method of tendering to 
them our sincere acknowledgements, tor 
their kindness towards us. 

‘The business of the Council was begun 
and completed in harmony ; and no discord 
or disagreement among any of the brethren 
churches or societies in connexion with us, 
occurred to damp our joys, or interrupt the 


exercise of those feelings of christian teilow- | 
ship and brotherly love, which we trust, an-: 


imated all our hearts, and dictated us in the 
discharge of all the duties devolving on us. 

Vhe intelligence received from various 
parts of our higly favored country, of the 
organization of new churches and societies, 
and ofthe rapid extension of the doctrine 
of impartial benevolence, was such as glad- 
dened our hearts, and called into exercise 
the most lively emotions of gratitude to the 
great Author of our existence 5 and enab- 
led us to look forward with pleasing anti- 
cipations to that time, when “ many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be in- 
eressed in the earth.” Although the weath- 
er was unfavorable, large nunibers aiieaded 
ed the services of the sanctuary, which were 
solemn and appropriate ; and calculated to 
make a deep and lasting impression on the 
minds of those who heard ; whilst the sol- 
emnity, and candid attention of the audi- 
tors, gave convincing evidence of the deep 
interest which was felt in the glorious cause 


af truth, and the extension of the Redeem- | 





vation.” 


er’s kingdom in theearth. It was truly a 
“time of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord ;” and whilst the listening multi- 
tude, sat in almost breathless silence,waiting 
fur the words of life and salvation from the 
lips of the speakers ; they, on their part, 
were enabled to draw from the treasures of 
divine grace, “ ihings new an old,” and to 
administer * to each one a portion in due 
season.” 

Our minds were led to the contemplation 
of the opject of our Saviour’s mission into 
the world ; and from the clear and une- 
quivocal testimonics of the Scriptures of 
truth, it was shown that although the whole 
world was in a state of sin, and * encmies 
to God by wicked works,” yet so far from 
condemning, his object was to. save the 
world, not in, but from sin and unreconcil- 
iation 3 which object he will accomplish, as 
surely as the record of God is true. The 


‘medium of Salvaiion was also considered 3 


and it was shown that ** by the deeds ofthe 
law, there shall no flesh be justified ;” but 
that “through the righteousness of faith,” 
Christ-the seed of Abraham, was appoiated 
“heir of the world,” and that the covenant 
in him is * ordered in all things, and sure.” 
These subjects prepared car minds to bow 


be . . 
‘in humble resignation to the mandates of 


Omnipotence; and although all earthly 
comforts should fail us ; although the neces- 
saries of life should) be wanting, and our 
friends and connections should be torn from 
ors embraces; yet by an unshaken confi- 
dence in the everlasting goodness of our 
heavenly Father, we can “ rejoice in the 
Lord,” we can “ joy in the God of our. sal- 
The relationship in which we 
stand to God, was also explained ; and our 
souls feasted on the rich provision, which 
the beneficent “ Father of the spirits of all 
flesh,” has bountiiully provided for all his 
wanting children. Finally, the duties of 
the servants of Christ, the ministers of the 
“everlasting gospel,’’ were clearly and 
faithfully delineated, and the necessity of 
“ speaking these things,” strongly enforced; 
that leaving the traditions of men, it was 
their duty to proclaim, that “the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation to all men.hath 
appeared ; teaching us that denying ungod- 
liness, and worldly lusts, we should live so- 
berly, righteously and godly, in this present 
world ; looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God,and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave him- 
self for us, that he mieht redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himselfa peculiar 
people, zealous of good work.” 
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Whilst we sincerely congratulate all the 
friends of divine truth,on the glorious spread 
of the gospel of peace—on the present pros- 
perity of Zion, and on the brightening pros- 
pects before us ; we would earnestly solicit 
your attention to the consideration of the 
practical duties of our holy religion. Sur- | 
rounded as we are by a censorious and mis- 
judging world ; it becomes our in«lispensi- 
ble duty to “ take heed unto our ways,” and 
to give evidence by “ well ordered lives 
and godly conversations,” that we have 
been “ taught of God 3” and that there is a 
divine reality inthe religion which we pro- 
fess. Our whole duty is comprised in “love 
to God, and love to man 5” and to the con- 
stant performance of this duty, we are ure- 
ed by every motive, which can influence 
the minds of reasonable beings. In con- 
templating the infinite and increasing good- 
ness of our heaventy Father ; we shall 
find constant occasion for the exercise of 
that unbounded gratitude to Him, which is 
caleulated to enlixen presperity, to blunt 
the sharp arrows of adversity ; and to con- 
sol te us in every condition of mortal exis- 
tence 3; and by the exercise of love to all 
our fellow creatures, as children ofone com- 
mon Parent, brethren and sisters of one 
fimily, and beirs together of one common 
salvation 3 we shall be enabled to perform 
all our relitive and social duties, and to o- 
bey the inju:-ction of our Lord and Master. 
“all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even soto them :. - 
for this is the law and the prophets.” Let 
us therefore, brethren. “ walk as children of 
light,” and endeavor to “ let our light so 
shine before men, that they may see our 
good works, and glorify our Father which 
is inheaven.” “ Finally, brethren, what- 
soever things are true,whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatso- 
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of enod re- 
port 3 ifthere be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things :” and 
while we carefully avoid wrangling and vain 
disputatioa, it becomes us ever to “ contend 
earnestly for the faith, once delivered to the 
saints ;”” and to “ be ready always to give 
an answer to every manthat asketh us a 
reason of the hope that is in us, with meek- 
ness and fear.” Above all let us endeavor 
to live in the constant and habitual exercise 
of that “ charity, which isthe bond of per- 
fectness,”” and which “ beareth ‘all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, en- 
dureth all things.” | 


! 
‘ 





All herein addressed, are commended to 








the grace of God. And may the spirit of 
eternal Truth, renovate every heart, and 
enlighten the understanding of every ration. 
al being, that the vast creation of God, may 
shout aloud for joy, aud the whole universe 
become vocal with his praise —“ Let every 
thing that hath breath, praise the Lord. 
Praise ye the Lord.” Amen, 

By order of the Association. 

WARREN SKINNER, 


From the Vnivorcoc list Magazine. 


ihe Lord for his 
a Pee d for his lovinz tinthanent 
& O0¢ MOSS, ahi Sf rw hes (+3 tain. hcindness io 
the childrea of men.——- Ps. evil. 8. 


Ok that men would prais 


The * goodness of God,” and © his loy- 
ing kindness.” are here represented as the 
chief things which should draw from us the 
praise which is due to our Creator. 

In the ordinary allairs of lite, it is no mm. 
common thing to look upon those, from 
whom we receive benefits, as our friends; 
and to praise them in proportion te their 
sood qualities, and to the favors which they 
confer upon us 3 and, on the contrary, to 
those from whom we receive uo favors, aid 
who, instead of acting in a laudable manner 
do the reverse, we naturally ascribe their 
proper deserts. But in the affairs of retig- 
ion, we seem wholly to disregard these things; 
and toact, as it were,contrary to nature and 
eason 3 and instead of praising Hin trom 
whom every good thing is derived, we luck 
upon him asa tyrant. Now it very natur- 
ally arises in our minds what can be the 
cause of such difference in our conduct to- 
wards our Creator, from that towards our 
earthly friends. This, I think, may be ex- 
plained in the following manuer. 

1. That our sentiments, as they respect 
religion, are such as allow us to think only 
in an unfavorable manner of God and _ his 
blessings. We are taught, in our early years, 
that God is not the friend of all mankind 5 
that those things which we daily receive,are 
given by an unmerciful hand 3; that he has 
made us for destruction.to satisfy his wrath; 
that we are tetally depraved, and number- 
less other things of like nature, which tend 
to produce hatred, instead of feelings of 
gratitude to the Giver of every good thing. 

2. When we offer prayer to the Almigh+ 
ty, instead of praising him for his “ goed- 
ness and loving kindness,” we are taught to 
bow down and petition for mercy, that we 
may be spared trom the wrath ofan avenge- 
ful God ; who will doom to everlasting 
misery those whom he has chosen for that 
purpose. ‘The praises that are due to the 
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Divine Being cannever be recognised,when 





tigue the reader with general remarks, how- 


we are in sucha situation; the goodness of ever true and obvious, we point at once to 


God is hiddea from our eyes ; the unhappy 
situation of ourselves and our neighbors, 
fills the whole of our thoughts, and we are 
apt to think of God as the greatest enemy 
ve have. 

But, how terrible soever these may ap- 
pear, they are not the opinions of all men 5 
we begin to see the irrationality of such 
principles ; we derive better information 
from reason and revelation 5 aad are led to 
look upon God as he veaily is 3 uot as some 
vain mortals jaucy, but as he appears in the 
works of nature, and as he is represented in 
the seriptures. ETlence we very naturally 
conclude that God is represented by such 
sentiments diflerently fiom what he really 
is; therefore, we say, that in order to praise 
God for his geodness, and for his loving 
kindness, we must be sensible of that good- 
ness, and experience that loving kindness 3 
because for these only we are to praise 
God 3 for these only we are to magnily his 
name 3 and until these are experienced, we 
can never praise God in a manner suitabie 
to his greatness, nor according to his good- 
ness 3 but when we are satisfied of the 
character of God,we can then exclaim with 
the Psalmist, “ Oh that men would praise 
the Lerd for his goodness,and for his loving 
kindness to the children of men.” —J. F. M. 

From the Gospel Herald. 
CAUSE AND CONSEQUENCE. 

Ifmankind would take the trouble to in- 
quire into the cause of the state of affairs 
in the religious world at the present, and 
during the past ages, back to the time of 
our Savionr’s appearance on earth, and aid 
their investigation by a comparison of the 
effects of the same cause, much of the dis- 
se: s on and uncertainty, as well as imposi- 
tions of the present day in which we live, 
would be done away. But, so long as the 
public receive the current of their opinions, 
and the prominent features of their religious 
creed, as well as their charitable feelings 
from a pampered clergy, so long they will 
be hoodwinked, and their hands turned ev- 
ery man against his fellow. Itis a remark- 
able, and a lamentable fact, too, that men 
generally do not use their reason in theolog- 
ical questions, as they are wont to do in 
secular concerns; but give and expect a 
blind assent to errors sanctioned only by 
time and custom, and the obstinacy and 
impudence of those who advocate them, and 
whose worldly interest is predicated on their 
popularity and continuance. Not to fa- 





facts, and let reason and common sense 
judge of the whole matter. It is so certain 
to be admitted as an axiom, that the same 


causes will produce the sume effects. Go 
i back to the Pharisees of Christ’s day, and 
_their compeers in pretension and holy arro- 


gance, and consider the effects of the spirit 


‘which dwelt in their bosoms, and dictated 


Ask—Who 


and governed their conduct. 


“were mcst honorable, most popular, aad 
most esteemed by the world, or the majori- 
ty, at thattime ? You must answer—The 


Pharisees. Who were despised and treat- 
ed with contumely and slanderous invective, 
above all others? Answer—The believers 
in, and followers of, the meek and lowly 
Jesus. What is the present state of affairs ? 
Will the same causes produce the same ef- 
fects? Most certainly. We ask—Who now 
are despised and rejected of the world, the 
majority? Who are considered above all 
others, as the offsrourings of the earth >— 
Who can say with the persecuted Paul, 
“For we both labor and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, who is 
the Saviour of all men, specially of them 
that believe.” Let aman trust in a de- 
cree of election, graduated on Calvin’s or 
Hopkins’ scale, or on the works of the crea- 
ture, according tothe Arminian creed, and 
he will suffer little reproach, if any. Let 
a man trust in a God who is the Saviour of 
some men, of a part, of a few of mankind, 
and his labor is lightened by the complacent 
smile of a multitude of Pharisees. The sun, 
when blazing in his meridian glory,diffusing 
his cheering beams in noon-day splendor, is 
not more apparent than the conclusions 
which flow from these glaring premises. 
We reiterate the truth. It blazes around 
us, and its coruscations shoot in dazzling 
brilliancy, and lightens to the very founda- 
tion of the fabric of murky error. We view 
the prototypes of modern Pharisees, and 
the modern Pharisees at a single glance.— 
Their cause is one. The same spirit, and 
the same motives are identified as the same 
causes, producing the same effects. “ The 
world loves its own.” Its voice is raised to 
cover the heads of its favorites with the pv- 
trid canopy of repreach and slander, and 
shield them in corruption’s cankered for- 
tress. O ye sages of primitive reproach, 
chastened amid the invective of p ‘ished 
saints and worldlings, and rejected with the 
Master and High Priest of your profession, 
how would the thunder of your eloquence 
echo in the splendid palaces and pampered 
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abodes of modern corruption! What would 
be your holy indignation on viewing the 
glutted pre-eminence of wolves in your own 
clothing, preying sanctimoniously upon the 
vitals of charity, and sanctioning all their 
pretensions and possessions, by a reference 
to their conformity with your principles and 
practices ! 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. © 
Sir—As the articles of our Profession of 
belief, Plan of Church Government, and 
Covenant are not generally known and un- | 
derstood in this part of the country, you 
will please publish them in your Advocste, 
and oblige your friend and brother in the 
Lord. 5. CARYL. 
Buffalo, Nov. 20th, 1823. 


PROFESSIONS OF BELIEF. 
ARTICLE THE FIRST. 

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments contain a Revelation 
ef the character of GOD, and of the Duty, 
Interest, and final Destination of Mankind. 

ARTICLE THE SECOND. 

We believe that there is onze GOD, 
whose nature is LOVE, revealed in one Lorn 
Jesus Curist, by one Holy Spirit of 
Grace, who will finally restore the whole 
family of mankind to holiness and happi- 
ness. 

ARTICLE THE THIRD. 

We believe that holiness and true happi- 
ness are inseparably connected, and that 
Believers ought to be careful to maintain or- 
der; and to practise good works; for these 
things are good and profitable unto men. 
PLAN OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT, 

Seer. 1. The church shall have full pow- 
er in itself to govern itself in all cases what- 
ever, except those that properly belong to 
the decision of the Convention, or Associa- 
tion, of which we are a Member; and to 
choose its own officers, for which, and for 
other business, it shall meet once a year. 

Sect. 2. All those who sustain good so- 
ber moral characters, subscribe to our pro- 

fessions of belief, and will sign the Cove- 
nant, shall be received as Members. 

Secr. 38. The consent of a Majority of 
the Members present; shall be necessary to 
the reception of any new Member. 

Secr. 4. Every Member present shail be 
entitled to one vote, in all matters to be de- 
termined by the Church. 

Sec. 5. This Church shall ever retain 
the privilege of adopting those modes and 
forms of wership which they shall believe to 








ADVOCATE. 





ne, 


be most agreeable to the will and word of 
God 3 and the scriptures and their own COn- 
sciences shall be their only guides respec. 
ting Ordinances, and the modes of their ad. 
ministration, 

Sect. 6. ‘The Church is required to look 
for those qualifications in their officers 
which the scriptures of the New Testament 
have made requisite, particularly Matth, ox, 
17 and 20th verses, and the 3d and 4h 


2 


chapters of the Ist i-pistle of Paul to Tim. 


othy. 
Sect. 7. And tic brethren are reuyjred 
to lock to the same sacred books for diree. 


tions how to conduct with regard to offen. 
ders 3 particularly Matth. £8.15, 213 and 
Luke 17. 3, 4. 

Sect. 8. The church disclaims al] ay- 
thority for passing any further gudement, a- 
gainst any ofiending person, than the mere 
withdrawing of fellowship. 

Secr. 9. Any Member who shall change 
his or her opinion, and in consequence 
thereof wish to become a member cf cny 
other Church or Society of Christinns, shall 
be entitled to a dismission in regular stand- 
ing, as to hts or her moral character. 

Secr. 10, All denominations of chyis- 
tians shall be affection stcly invited to our 
Communion, and urged to it by the words 
of our Blessed Lord, * Eat ye all of it.’ 

Secr. 11, he Church reserves to itsel!, 
under the direction of that divine wisdom 
which was to accompany the followers of 
Christ to the end of the worid, the rivht of 
making such alterations in this Plan of 
Church Government, as circumstances may 
require—but there is no alteration of any 
part of the three articles of our Belief ever 
to be made at any future period. 

N. B. The above Plan of Church Gor 
ernment is in all respects conformable to, 
and not materially difiering from, the PLax 
OF GovERNMENT?, put forth and adopted by 
the General Convention, Anno Domini 
Christi, 1803, and, for the sake of uniform 
ty, is recommended to all the Brethren ia 
the faith, wheresoever scattered abroad, 
who would wish to form themselves inte 
regular churches. 

COVENANT. 

That we may the better promote the de- 
clarative glory of God, the more eflectually 
advance the kingdom and religion of Jesus 
Christ in the world, and render ourselves 
the more pure examples to Believers, there- 
fore, In the presence of God, Angels and 
Men, we most sincerely and sclemuly dedi- 
date ourselves to God, as Christians, to Je- 
sus Christ, as Risciples, and to each othe: 











as Brethren and Sisters in the Gospel, and 
sulempiy promise that we will take the 
Seriptures of tue Old and New ‘Lestaments 
at the ouly rule and guide of our obedience 
to God our father in Jesus Christ, and our 


duty to cach other and the whole world of | 


makind, in every condition of human life. 
‘ihus we covenant and agree in the Lord. 
Mrs. Judson’s Visiting Dress. 

The siatement, which appeared in the 
“ Neg Lugland Galaxy,” and from thence 
copied into several other papers, respecting 
the visiting dress of Mrs. Judson, the wile 
of a celebrated Missionary in India, which 
was said to have cost twelve hundred dol- 
lars, has excited the attention of the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society, in boston, an 
they have in consequence thereol appointed 
a commitiee, consisting of some of the must 
respectable clergymen of the order, to i- 
quire into the facts. 
due examination, have reported the story 
to be false; that there was no particular ex- 
travagance in her dress, and that the prin- 
cipal articles which she wore were presen 
ed to her by persons interested in the cause 
of Missions.—Religious ing. 





EXTRACT. 

Tt has not only been the complaint of all 
ages, that life is short, but that it 1s also tuil 
ofeare and anxiety. Jsan, says Job, os born 
to trouble as ine sparks jiy upwarus.— 
W hat, then, is there so desirable in jiie,that 
we should bethas fond of it ¢ Loubtiess it 
has its pleasures as well as its pains. ‘1 ho’ | 
we sometimes mect with thorns and briars,! 
yet, in many places, the way isstrewea with | 
It is for wise reasons, that the’ 
love of life is implanted in man, and tho’ | 
its sweets have an alloy of bitterness, yet: 
there is enough of the jormer to reconcile 
him to the latter. As this mixture of good 
with evil is intended to make him satisfied 
with his condition here 3 so on the other 
hand, the blending evil with the good is 
designed as a proof ef the imperfection of 
his present state, and to remind him that | 
lis time here is but a_ pilgrimage ; where | 
he has no continuing city, bui that he has 
to seek another, not made with hands, eéer- | 
nad in the heavens. 


towers. 








Proportions of Christians, Mahometans, | 


The comuittee, alter 
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| From a London paper. 

The following beautiful stanzas, by Mr. 
Bowring, are from a small volume just 
published, entitled “ Matins and Vespers.” 


SISTE VIATOR ! 
Look around thee! Sce decay 

| On her wings of darkness, sweeping 

-Earth’s proud monuments away ; 

See the Muse of History weeping 
O’er the ruins ‘Time hath made ; 
Strength in dust and ashes laid—. 

-Virtue in oblivion sleeping. 


Look around thee ! Wisdom there 
Careless Death confounds with Folly, 
Ina common sepulchre ! 
See the unrighteous and the holy, 
Blended in the general wreck, 
Well those tears may wet thy cheek— 
‘Tears of doubt and melanch «., 


Look around thee! Beauty’s light 
Is extinguished ; Death assembles 
Youth’s gay morn, and Age’s night— 
And the steadfast mountain trenbles 
At his glance, like Autumn’s leaf: 
All, he cries, is vain—is brief— 
And the tyrant ne’er dissembles. 


Lovk behind thee ! Cities hid 

In the night of treacherous story 3 ° 
Many a crumbling pyramid, 

Taany a pile of senseless glory, 
‘Temples into rum huri‘d, 
(Fragments cf an earlier world,) 

Broken fanes, and altars hoary. 


Look behind thee! Men whose frown 
Made whole nations quake before them: 
What is left of their renown ?— 
Wrecks around, oblivion o’er them. 
Kings and conquerors !—where are they = 
Ask yon worthless heaps of clay, 
Oh, despise not, but deplore them ! 


Look behind thee! Bards sublime, 
Smiling nymphs, and solemn sages— 

Go! inquire their names of Time ; 
Bid it read its earliest pages. 

Foolish questioner! If Fame 

Guard through years a cherished name— 
Fame itself decays in ages. 


Look before thee ! All the glare, 


All the pomp around thee glowing, 


ani Pagens, on the Globe—A learued All that charms the eye or ear, 


writer has said, if we divide the inhabitants | 


Strains of softést music flowing, 


o: the globe into 30 parts,five will be Chris-' Grace and Beauty—all are sped 
ns, six Mahometans, and nineteen Pa-, Towards the ruins of the dead— 
Thither thou and thine are going.. 


--We 
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Look before thee! At yon vault, 
- Where ‘time’s ravage is recorded, 
Thou wilt be compelled to haii ; 
Thou wilt be no more regarded 
Than the meekest, meanest slave, 
Sleeping in a common grave, 
Unrespected—unrewarded. 


Look before thee! At thy feet 
Monarchs sleep like mea..et creatures 5 
Where the vvices, now so sweet ? 
W here the fair one’s sjpiling features ? 
Hopest thou to escape the tomb ¢ 
That which wes thy father’s doom, 
Will be thine, thy sow’s, and-vature’s ! 


Look above thee ! ‘There indeed 

May thy thoughts repose delighted, 
If thy wounded bosom bleed, 

it thy fondest hopes are blighted ; 
There a stream of comfort flows, 
There as.% of splendor glows : 

Wander then, no more benighited. 


Look above thee! Ages roll, 
Present, past, and juture blending” 
Earth hath nought to svothe a soul 
*Neath afiliction’s burden bending, 
_ Nothing ’gainst the tempest’s shock’; 
» Heaven must be the pilgrim’s rock, : 
™ And to ffeaven hissteps are tending.« _ - 
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* Look above thee |!’ Never eye 

5 fh - . Saw such pleasures as await thee ! 
ae * Thought ne'er reached such scenes of joy 
Asaie there prepared to meet thee : 
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26; | Light undying—seraphs’ lyre— 

& Angel welcomes—cherub choirs 

i y Smiling through Heaven’s doors, to grect 
Kes 


~ 


; 
i 
4 thee. 
{ 
i 
, 
i FROM THE INQUIRER. 


Lhe Creator seen in his Works —Rom.i.20. 


‘i To prove ‘a Ged most wise, 
We need but raise our eyes, 
The air, earth. see and skies 
Deciare his name : 
The mountains clad in green, 
The vales which intervene, 
t ‘With each surrounding scene, 


A God proclaim. 


The sun, the fount of light, 

The moon, that rules by nicht, 

And twinkling stars so briyit, 
A God declare— 

(Whe, by his sovereign miyht, 

Proclaimed. Let there be li 





ght 
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: Anoa to d-y and night, 
{ By turns appear.) 
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The lambkins sportive play, 

The feather’d songster’s lay 

And flut’ring insects, gay, 
Bespeak his praise— 

» And e’en the finny tribe, 

That through ihe waiter clide. 

To him, their praise aseribr, 
In silent lays. 


Shall! man of nobler frame— 
Who cap the savage tame, 
Neglect to praise the name > 
Of the most High? 
The God who hath him made. 
Who daily gives him «id— 
Shall lie his ways upbraid, 
And Him deny ? 


Forbid, Parent divine ! 

That we sheuld e’er repine 
When heavenly mercizs shine 
Through all thy ways— 

But may one gen’ral song 

Dweil on our every tongue 5 

And teve the theme prolong, 
In notes of praise. 


C. B. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
WEDDING HYMN, 


Pavas Chaos all += 'Th? Almighty. spoke. 
‘The Light and Love from Chaos broke: 
Creatimi’s Jabric then was rear’d— 
iden withail its sweets appear’d. 


But till, to mans the scene was wild, 

Till Eve, his lovely partner, smil'd! 
Their anxious hearts in union beat, 

And Heavenpronoune’d the work complétt 


To Fhice, Eternal Power’! to Thee 

We ft the handy we bend the knee! - 
Revard thy suppliant’s fervent prayer— 

With purest bliss, oh bless this pair. 


Give:then: conteat in every state 3 
Subraission to cach adverse fate 3 

Ont oth their hearts be this impress’d, 
Lik: Thee, in bissing, to be bicss'ds 


Whe thro’ life’s rneged paths they stray, 
cetheavenly wisdom point the way 3 
14 when they’ve pass’d the dreary road 
ikeeeive them to Thyself, O God! 


ed 
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